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Retrospect and Prospect 


IIl.—LOOKING AHEAD 


HE Editorial in the last issue of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM surveyed the 
history of the Alliance and took stock of the present.. It is now our 

_ purpose to look ahead and outline the plans which are emerging for the - 
future: Those plans have been crystalized to some extent. by two recent hap- 
penings. “One is the Greater London Crusade conducted by Dr. Billy Graham 
which the Evangelical Alliance sponsored; the other is the amalgamation which 
is in process of taking place between the Movement for World Evangelization 
and the Alliance. Both these events have had the effect of strengthening the 
hands of the Alliance and increasing the scope of its work in days to come. — 
At the end of September the newly constituted Council of the Alliance 
spent two or three days in conference with a view to discussing in some detail 
_ the programme to be carried out by the different departments of the work. It 
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will doubtless be of interest to our readers to hear something of the proposals 
which are in hand, covering as they do a wide field of evangelical activity. . 


IKST and foremost in its programme for the future, the Alliance is placing — 
emphasis on aggressive evangelism, based on the experience gained in the 
Greater London Crusade and inspired by it. Dr. Graham’s visit to 
‘ London in the Spring made at least three things clear: that the day of 
large-scale “mass evangelism” in this country is by no means past; second, that 
people outside the churches can be won for Christ if a big and*bold enough 
effort is made to reach them; and third, that church people in general -wil 
respond to an adventurous lead in evangelism and are prepared to pray de- 
votedly, to work energetically and to give sacrificially. 

future, -whether on the part of Billy Graham and his American team or of com-. 
petent British evangelists. Already the Alliance has sponsored a return visit of 

Dr. Graham to London in May of next year and has appointed a special com- - 
mittee to handle the necessary preparations ; and_it is hoped that the link between 
the Alliance and Dr. Graham will be maintained for many years to come. But 
_owjng to his other commitments in America and elsewhere Dr. Graham is 
“obviously unable to devote an unlimited amount of time to evangelistic work — 
im Great Britain, and it is clear that our own British evangelists must be helped _. 
and encéuraged in every way possible so as to enable them to seize the present. 

For this reason the Alliance is planning its evangelistic programme on a .”~ 
‘ broad basis and with a view to fulfilling a long-term policy. Included in its | 


‘programme is a permanent follow-up departm-nt, which will seek to put i 
‘winning souls for the Lord Jesus Christ. It is now recognized more widely _ 
than ever that effective evangelism must concern itself not only with the record- 
ing of “decisions” for Christ but with caring for those who have made a profes- _ 
sion of faith, so that they may be taught in the Word of God, trained for 
Christian service and integrated into the life of the church. The follow-up | 
department, which will be directed by a committee consisting of those who 
have special experience in this work, will seck to fulfil these aims in a 
thoroughly practical way. ; 

The Movement for World Evangelization has been keenly interested for 
some time in radio evangelism, and now that it has joined forces with the 
Alliance it brings a a particularly valuable contribution to the work along this __ 
line. Since the beginning of October two weekly programmes have been on - 
: the air, both broadcast by Radio Monte Carlo—“Green Pastures,” ‘a Gospel 
-| programme broadcast on Thursday ¢venings at 10.05 p.m., and “Still Waters,” 
18 
on Mondays at 10.35 p.m. | 7 wh 
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It is hoped that before long these same programmes will be heard from other 
stations, thus greatly increasing their range and influence. The possibilities here 
are enormous. It is hardly necessary to point out the desirability of harnessing 
in the service of the Gospel all the techniques which modern scientific dis- 
. covery has placed at our disposal, nor need it be emphasized that the broadcast 


sphere of Cristian activity. 


NOTHER modern means of spreading the Gospel is by the use of Christian 

_ films. Elsewhere in this issue will be found a striking article by Mr. 

Oliver Stott, the Honorary Treasurer of the Alliance, illustrating the 
quite remarkable way in which thefilm “Oil Town, U.S.A.,” has been used 
“to reach men in prison. It is but one example of a ministry which could be 
and should be multiplied on an ever-increasing scale throughout the country. 
The Alliance is firmly cenvinced of the value of film evangelism. It believes 
in its possibilities and intends to promote its development. Here is an evan- 
gelistic technique as yet little more than in its infancy as far as this country is 
concerned, and it can be-said with certainty that the future is big with promise. 
Then there is the question of Christian literature—another field which the 
Alliance plans to’ invade on a larger scale than before. In particular more and 
better evangelistic literature is needed as well as-reading matter to help those 


who are young in the faith. It is hoped before long to make a further and fuller 
statement on this subject. In the meantime our-readersare assured that the 


literature programme of the Alliance is being actively planned under the direc- 


tion of a considerably enlarged committee. - 
The last distinctive aspect of the Alliance’s work to which we would draw 


attention in this over-all survey of future activities is the work overseas. Special 
‘was made to that work in our previous Editorial, and here it need only 


final paragraphs. Both are essential to the work as a whole. The first is the 
ministry of prayer. We have learned afresh in recent months the amazing 
power of prayer, and the Council of the Alliance is anxious above all things to . 
increase the prayer support of’ its members and friends. The Universal Week 
of Prayer will, of course, continue to exercise its influence in this direction; 
but in addition, all-the-year-round prayer is needed, and steps are being taken 
to build up an army of intercessors for the work. 

_ The other ministry is that of giving. The extensive programme which the | 
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where possible of extending—the overseas contacts, particularly by means of . | 
visits by representatives of the Alliance to those parts cf the world where the 2 
evangelical faith is préserved in face’ Of persecution. 
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bane Graham’s last 


Alliance presents 


for every reader to face is this: Tics lowe 


HEADQUARTERS NOTES 


“Since the last issue 
6f EVANGELICAL 

CHRISTENDOM, 2 
statement has been issued to the religi- 
eus press announcing that negotiations 
are in progress with a view to affecting 
an amalgamation between the Move- 
ment for World E late of 
Mildmay Park, and the Evangelical _ 
Alliance. The sary legal steps are 
now being taken, and it is expected 


F.C. 


from Christian people 


Since September tast the M.W.E. 


Associate Secretary. 


surveys i 
almost every part of the world. The 


of the Rev. Douglas Webster, who on 


Movement has also taken a keen in- account of the increasing pressure of 
__ terest in evangelistic enterprise at home 


and overseas and has been responsible 
for’ promoting a number of united 


evangelistic campaigns in this country 
- In view of the kindred imterests shared 


by the two societies, and their identical 
doctrinal outlook, it is fitting that they 
should be brought together to form one 


_ effective body. The combined society 


will continue to be known as the 
Evangelical Alliance. 


work in connection with his position as 


Home Education Secretary of. 
Church Missionary Society feels 


Executive Council. Mr. Webster has — 


been a member of the Council for 
many years and has made a valuable 


contribution to the work of the Alliance. | 


He has also served on the Literature 


to him our 


ii 4g ‘money devoted to such enterprise is the finest form of spiritual investment. 
) | This is the ; which the future mission of the Evangelical 
| question 
do?” 
if is anticipated that by the end of the 
financial year (March 31st next) the 
Ef amalgamation of the two socicties will 
| be completed. Mr. F. Roy Cattell will 
occupy the position of General Secre- 
| . B. W. Peake, 
| W.E., will serve as 
by the eafty part of next year. Executive In view of the amalgam- 
For over twenty-five years the Move- Council ation, it has been thought 
ment for World Evangelization has well to strengthen and 
done a great deal of valuable work in eniarge the Executive Council of the 
the realm of missionary enterprise, Evangelical Alliance. However, in the 
ae and in particular it has carried out first place, we must record with much 
+ 


J.P.» nd the Rev. Professor 
Jamies S. StéRart, D.D. 


Sunbury Court At the end of Sep 


Conference tember the Council 

of the Evangelical 
Alliance, including the members from 
the Movement for World Evangeliza- 
tion and the new members, gathered in 
_ conference for three days at Sunbury 


Court to take stock of the present . 


Closely -allied to the work of evan- 


bes 


gelism is that of training “counsellors” 


as 


help, we take the opportunity of wish- ee 
ing him God’s richest blessing in his 
important work for the C.M.S. 
Mr. A. Lindsay Glegg, chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the Move- ) 
ment for World Evangelization, has 
joined the Executive Council of the various aspects of 
Alliance in the capacity of Vice-chair- Alliance should be 8 
man. Other members of the Execitive j 
Committee of the M.W.E. who have 
joined our Council are: the Rev. 
George B. Duncan, the Rev. Leonard’ } 
Harris, the Rev. James Turnbull, and - 
Dr. H. Martyn Watney. In addition, Rev. Geoffrey R. King. This will be gg 
the Council is glad to welcome to its responsible not only for’ planning the ) 
membership Major W. F. Batt, M.B.E., Universal Week of Prayer and extend- 
D.L., J.P., who was deputy chairman ing its influence, but for stimulating . | 
of the Greater London Crusade Execu- prayer interest in general for the world- aa 
tive Committee, Mr. A.C. W. Kimpton wide work of the Church, both in the I 
and the Rev. Maurice A. P. Wood, mission fields and in evangelism at ae 
D.S.C. home. The Finance Committee has | 
been greatly strengthened by the chair- ti 
Vice- We extent a warm wel- | 
residents come to four members of | | 
tion who have consented to become Committee 
Robert G. Cochrane, Mr. S. V. Scotr- conscious of the awakening 
Mitchell, and Mr. Charles Waymouth. ‘*¢fest in evangelism throughout the: | 
ae and is anxious to do every- 
In addition to these, the Executive COUSMY: ‘ 
C 1 of the Alli ines inane’ the thing possible to be of service in this . | 
Pte snag Vice-Presid direction at this vital time. A special | 
acccpted this Evangelistic Committee, under the = 
ice: Mr ee Mr. J. W chairmanship of Major W. F. Batt, has 1] 
George tmerefore been formed to fulfil this | 
important task. 

| 
and providing an adequate follow-up = 

for evangelistic campaigns, 
such as was introduced into this 
country by Dr. Graham and his team. Be 
= 
Maurice A. P. Wood as chairman, 
be responsible for making arrangements | 
to meet the increasing demand for this : 
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to Mr. Savage for all that he has done, . 


particuarly during Mr. Dain’s recent 


an article by Mr. 
Oliver Stott on the subject of film 


The films in question are those pro- 
duced during the course of the Greater 
London Crusade. One is a “newsreel 


in Conflict. It is hoped that early in 
the new year it will be possible to make 


f 


organization. 


BILLY 
RETURN BRITAIN 


URING October last, Mr. F. Roy Cattell paid a short visit to the United 

States at the request of Dr. Billy Graham in order to confer with him with 

| for his next evangelistic crusades in Great 
these 


Britain. As a result of th 
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in @ particularly impressive way the | 
prolonged absence. spiritual impact which good evangelis- | 
tic films can make and how they can | 
The Alliance We sre giad to report reach with the Gospel people who 
Club that the Alliance Club otherwise would be largely indifferent . 
is still full to over- to an evangelistic appeal. We feel sure | 
flowing, and there is an ever increasing this article will be read with consider- 
waiting list. The Council is giving able interest and sympathy. 
attention to the possibility of extending This leads us to draw attention to the 
the Club, and also of providing a two latest films which have been. pro- ; 
similar hostel for women students as duced by Billy Graham Bvangelistic 
soon as funds are available and suitable Films, Inc., and which, by the time this 
properties can be found. issue of the magazine is in print, will 
have been given their London premiere. | 
Universal Week Arrangements re 
the 109th observance 
‘§ of the Universal Week of Prayer to be document" entitled London Crusade, 
beld next January; the full programme which provides a complete survey of the | ' 
and call to prayer is included in this — Billy Graham Campaign at Harringay. 
issue. It has been decided to hold four 
public meetings in London during the built around the ; Souls so 
Week of Prayer, particularly in order to 
stimulate prayer interest in connection eee ! 
with Dr. Graham’s next visit to this an announcement with regard to the ! 
country. Full details of the arrange- showing of these two films on a wide \, 
ments will be found on the inside back j 
cover of this magazine. No tickets will 
be issued for the meetings and we | 
extend a hearty welcome to all who 
would like to share in this opportunity b 
of united prayer and praise. 
Billy Graham Elsewhere in this issue 
Films our readers will find — 


and his team to return to Britain in 1955, and he and his team hope to sail from 
New York on March 12 on the S.S. Liberte, and to arrive in Glasgow by overnight : 
train on the morning of March 19. _ 

1 Dr. Graham’s “All-Scotland Crusade” is due to open in the Kelvin Hall, 
Glasgow, on Monday, March 21, and to continue for a period of six weeks. This 
Scottish crusade is being sponsored by the “Tell-Scotland” Movement and is 
& headed by a committee under the chairmanship of the Rev. Tom Allan. The 
= Rev. Dr. Wiliam Fitch is serving as hon. organizing secretary of the crusade. 


_ ‘Mr. John Henderson, M.P., who was 2 member of the committee of the Greater 
London: Crusade, is one of the vice-chairmen of the committee. 


Next London Crusade 
The Scottish crusade will end on Apeil end efter a brief holiday De. 
Graham and his team will-<come to London for a short crusade in the metropolis. 
This will begin on May 9 and continue for a period of one or two weeks. It is 
expected that the meetings will be heid at Wembley Stadium. Full particulars 
. i concerming the reservation of seats, the relaying of the services to other cities, 
i and many other details will be available in the new year. | 
Following his London meetings, Dr. Graham will visit one or two other centres 
in this country; the centres selected will be announced later. After another 
brief rest he sili go to the Continent in June for about a month. His visit to other 
ET European countries earlier this year made a great impact wherever meetings were 
3 held. Before returning home to the United States, Dr. Graham will return to 
‘ London in order to address the World Baptist Alliance Convention in July. 


Crusade Committee 
Meanwhile under the auspices*of the Evangelical Alliance, a new crusade 
.  COmmittee, representative of the Church of England and the English Free Churches. 
is being formed, with the Bishop of Barking, the Rt. Rev. Hugh R: Gough, 9.B.E., 
chairmaii. There. will also be a number of sub-committees to deal with the 
_ specialized work of prayer, publicity, finance, counselling, follow-up, and other 


next London crusade: 
j | _ Chairman - The Bishop of Barking 
Major W. F. Batt, M.B.E., J.P. - Rev. Preb. Colin C. Kerr 
Rev. J. D. Rev. Geoffrey R. King 
‘Dr. Eric G: M. Fletcher, M.P Rev. Colin -A. Roberts (General Secre-— 
Mr, A. Lindsay meas tary, Methodist Church Home Mission | 
. Rey. Alen Green (Moderator of the- 
_London Congregational Union) Rev F (M 
IP. Mr. Oliver Stott 
Rev. W. Goodwin H Major-General D. J. Wilson-Haffenden, 
_ Rev. D. CBE. 


A. 
WD. Jackson Super: 
Metrepolita wt Union “Rev. Maurice A. P. Wood, D.S.C. 
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By Oxtver STOTT 


(Hon. Treasurer of the Evangelical Alliance) 
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easily recap 
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sentence t 

§0, 
wards I heard from a local muniste orair citizens, OW 
say that he MM visited a prisoner in difficult to find any wh 
this jail the day-before, and he felt that than criminal in appearar | 
I would be interested to know that this man had the appearance | 
man had been soundly converted [| inquired from the chaplain what was = 
through the film and had committed to his cri that | 
memory considerable portions of “Be- a 
ginning with Christ.” We have been 
asked for a return Visit, and this is being 
made in December. 
wished to say anything might do so as au 
Concentration of Evil they passed. Quite a-nmumber ex- 

The next prison tackled was a well- pressed thanks for the film, one or two 
known.one in the south of England. I saying that it was what. they needed. | 
met the chaplain, a godly man, before At tea afterwards, the chaplain re- et 
we went into the chapel for the marked that probably I had not noticed 
arid he warned me that this pri one thing which was very evident to 
presented the biggest , and that was that on many of the ; 
evil in the country. “The. the look of bitterness and frustra- a 
the prisons come here,” he had, if only momentarily, been i 
of the prisoners here serve I did not hear anything more 2 
preventive detention of a except that the prison officers | 


were 80 impressed with the 
iif they wanted it shown in ti 
| club for their wives and far 
| themselves. 
Amazing Opportun 
It was not until over a 
afterwards that we had a le 
: the chaplain saying that he 
far too busy following up the 
| Opportunities given by t 
7 | Graham film to be able to 
a said that large numbers of the 
| of his’ customary in 
: any surface evjgence of reform 
the part of these men, at least 
which he regafded as entirely 
7 He had many more to visit 
with, but he felt confident 
——-tesults would wider 
) could be made, as those who 
: seen it were most anxious to do 
“Oil Town” appears to h 
. & deep impression on its secc 
this prison. Altogether du 
Saturday and,Sunday 500-cor 
the film, and there were also 
ings for the staff, when 120 < 
total staff of 130 were presen 
; regard to the staff, about 20 re 
| private talks with the chaple 
1 stated that a small revival had 
out in the prison and their prc 
| discipline had greatly cased. Quite © they could be a gre 
f # number who had been most difficult if funds could be raised by 
had now becoine more co-operative, ji gelical Alliance so as to 
showings of this weekend the effect 
would have been extended to many of (Editor’s Note-—Any readers whio are 
| the other prisoners. Nothing like it, interested in the suggestion put forward 
he said, had ever occurred in his im the closing paragraph of the above 
experience, and he thought it’ repre- article and would be prepared to bach 
a sented @ most helpful means of dealing such @ project with financial help are 
| with the habitual criminal class where ot mek Oliver Stott, 
all other approaches had failed. The clo The Evangelical tance). 
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By Tue Rev. J. Starrorp WRiGHT, M.A. 
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EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 
(In association with the World Buangelical Fellowship) 


UNIVERSAL WEEK PRAYER 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 2nd, to SATURDAY, JANUARY 8th 
(inclusive ) 


The following Call to Prayer has been signed by heads of Churches in Great Britain and 
other countries; by representatives of the Buangelical 
Continent of Eutope; and by leaders of the various Bible and Missionary jeties with 
whose co-operation the topics for prayer are circulated throughout the world and translated 


into many es 
CALL TO PRAYER 
In 1955 the Universal Wee of Prayer will be observed for the 109th year in succession. 
te of century and more the call to united intercession 
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‘ t we have failed to make ourselves familiar with what the Bible teaches about the 
cit of God. - 
That we have 20 often been blind to His creative energy, His controlling sovereignty, 


the seed, the institution of and the restraint of conscience. _ 
For the fhini of the Spirit in the work of redemption: in the awakening of sinful, 
self-righteousness, self-suffiqent men to their need of a Saviour, | 


~ 


‘ 


That the prile of men may be broken down through the convicting power of the | 
the minds of the rulers of the world may be enlightened by the Spirit to recognize 
| 


Fe 


as the representative Man, toiled and triumphed, suffered and overcame, . 
‘ to us who believe—the Holy Spirit. 
the peculiar office of the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the Lord Jesus and tang. 


Holy Spirit in seeking to magnify the Lord Jesus. Gepend Salty. upon the 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY Sth: “THE SPIRIT AND THE CHURCH” 


pirit the Church into all truth; He governs the Church to maintain 
continuity; He girds the Church with power for holiness and helpfulnes 

é Confession ¥ ae 


truth on the altar of expediency. 
\ 


| may be melted into trustful submission. 7 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4th: “THE SPIRIT AND THE SAVIOUR” : 
| Matthew 12. 22-32;John 16. 12-22. 
| 
| 
‘| That the Holy Spirit may unveil to us more cléas the mystery and of 
ve hat we may saved from idealising Jesus as Someone dim remote and begin 
realising Him as One dynamically near. 
i 
| 1 Acts 13. 1-43 20. 17-28; 1 Corinthians 12. 1-13; Ephesians 4. 1-6. | 
The glorified Jesus is at the Father’s “sieht hand while che 
16. 14) is 
The He 
Bit order and | 
| That trite, Conceit, d péttiness divide 
. That we have sometimes sought unity and peace ane 
sacrificed 


quickened and applied by the Holy 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 6th: “THE SPIRIT AND THE CHRISTIAN” 


Scripture Readings 
Acts 1. 6-8; 8. 14-17; Romans 8. 1-17; Ephesians 5. 15-21. 


To receive Christ in penitence and faith is to receive the Spirit, for by the Spirit 
Christ is made real to us‘as-our forgiving Saviour and faithful Guide. 
It is ome thing for the Christian to possess the Hi ; it is another thing for the 


Holy Spirit to possess the Christian. Converted by the Spirit? Yes. Controlled by the _. 


Spirit? No—at least, not completely. 


That we have givén Christ only a half-loyalty amd His Kingdom only a partial iance. 
That we have displa far too many of failings of the human spirit and too 
little of the fulness of Holy Spirit. wert chsty 


bad temper, resentment, jealousy, pride, selfishness, have marred our discipleship. 
the 


an 
| 


it to the Cross, the place of death, and launch us into a more abundant life where moment 
by moment we respond to His control. | ; : 
For other Christians, that they too may pass from conflict to co-ordination, from 


inadequag¢y to power. 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 7th: “THE SPIRIT AND THE WORD” ; 
Scripture Readings 4 
Ephesians 6. 10-20; 2 Timothy 3. 14-173 t Peter 1. 10-12; 2 Peter 1. 16-21. 
By the Spirit of the living God five remarkable were breathed into the Bible: 


(1) Authority—it does. not debate; it declares. (2) Unity—many books, narrati 
literary Soctse, but one smaboiding message, (3) Accmacy—Ws translations demand 
- revision and improvement, but its story remains unalterably the same. (4) Vitality— 

foly Spirit, it convicts and converts. (5) Permanency—it 


has neither rivals nor successors, - 


| 12 


Thanksgiving 
For the.ministry of the Spirit which always works towards the unity of the Church 
For the medsure in which we are able to apprehend that the basic unity of the Christian 
fellowship is something which God gives, not something which man creates. 
For the community of the redeemed who in all centuries and across all barriers have =. 
confessed Jesus as their Rédeemer and King. 
That we may discern the difference between those non-essentials which divide us as 
Christians and those essentials which must for ever unite us. 
That in our worship we may affectionately remember all our Christian brethren who 
form with us “the general assembly and Church of the First Born,” who is Christ. 7 
"Meditation 
, That the fulness of the Holy Spirit is.not offered to ¢ chosen few among the children | 
of God but to all who will consent to the dethronement of self and the enthronement 
of Christ. 


For the British and Foreign Bible Society, with its 1 years of glorious history, during $ 
which it has distributed 600 million copies of the Scriptures in 825 languages. = 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 8th: “THE SPIRIT AND REVIVAL” ae 


Scripture Readings 
Joel 2. 28-32; Acts 2. 1-4; + 31-355 Titus 3- 4-7. 


The outer mission of the Church is to the unsaved, where the controlling command it 


far many of us in our churches have only "a form of godliness” without the 


signs awakcning in our times and for the multiplying circles of 


Prayer + 


For pastors, evangelists and lay leaders that they may be revived and kindled so 
to give an effective lead to the Churches. 


For a vast and victorious renewal of the springs of faith and devotion among Christians 


\! 
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ij = 
That many of us have our reading of the Bible, or have ‘been content with - 
quick look at iatead of becoming ofthe Word 
| all of us have come short of our target in encouraging others to become habitual 
| | Bible readers. - 
' For the revived interest in the study and teaching of the Bible in the Church throughout _ 
the world. 
| For additional dialects and languages in which, during the past year, some portion 
For all Bible societies, translators, publishers and colporteurs. 

_ For blessing upon all Bibles placed in hotels, schools, hospitals, prisons and other 

: 3 For the ministers of God’s Word, that the fire of the Divine Spirit may glow in their 

hearts as they preach and teach. 

Meditation 
| I “Revival is the renewal of the first love of Christians, resulting in the awakening and 
endued with power from on high.” | 

, Power 

a That we of the Christian Church have settled into a “refined inefiectuality,” while 

_—§ “~~ ~around us anti-Christian movements have stolen for their evil purposes the fire, the 

Thanksgiving 

ukewarm 

: prayer ir 


the sitter” (p. 168, i8s5). It is 


fair to-add-that in a article it 


! 


the N.T.!‘in cwvo places 


—_ 
- 


* (continued from page 110) passed on. There is not space ‘here to 
7 powers that enable him, or her, to ¢xamine other phenomena of the 
vaild up a picture from the sub- seance room. Much is doubtful, and \_ 
. conscious mind of the sitter in the much has no necessary connection 
seance. Mrs. Eileen Garrett is one with departed spirits._Instead we may : 
of the most introspective and candid profitably turn to the Bible to see 
of modern mediums. In her book, whether it in any way encourages | 
My Life asa Search for the Meaning attempts to communicate with the 
of Mediumship, she has written, “In dead. This, after all, is the essence of 
examining my own process of clairvoy-. Spiritualism. J: is somewhat @:artling 
ance, I have become aware that I draw to find that, whenever Spiritualism is 
the knowledge which helps me build *entioned in the Bible, it is condemned : 
the images of the dead relatives and 4: something evil. 
friends of those who need help, from . We do not rcfer to witchcraft; 
the subconscious minds of the sitters”; Spiritualists are as much against witch- 
and again, “I began to wonder whether craft as anyone, for witchcraft is the 
might depend on a means of evil 
The following passages may be i 
poted: in Leviticus xx. 6, 27 and . 
Deuteronomy xvili. 10;-11, there. are 
references to those who or who 
on the other side, though still with consult, “a familiar egg | 
some reservations. OB). This clearly refers to a medium — 
Those who have studied the pheno- with a control spirit, as is obvious from 
menon of clairvoyance and of telepathy 1 Samuel xxviii. 7, where the phrase 
will know that mind appears.to be is used of the medium (not witch) of | 
Endor. The passages also include 
level, where normal-_taws of space ‘necromancers™ (literally, seekers of 
and time are transcended. A sensitive the dead, or, enquirers of the departed). 
can become aware of link after link 1 Chronicles x. 13 says that one of the 
in someone’s life, and can see, hear, and reasons for Saul’s death was “because 
communicate, to him and to others, he asked counsel of one who had ‘a 
been forgotten. ~If the sensitive is Isaiah viii. 19, 20 condemns people 
he may present his communications and instead urges*them to turn to the | 
as from some controlling spirit. This law and the ‘tcstimony, and. test the 
theory of clairvoyance and telepathy utterances of these mediums by what is - 
is borne out by several cases in which written there. 
well-authenticated communications The New Testament is absolutely | 
came from people who were supposedly silent about the legitimacy of Spiritual- 
alive. Spiritualists write as though all the 
So far we have looked at Spiritualism Christian congregations were practising 
and its chimsI it is significant to note 
communications with those who have the silencé of RRR 
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4 t 4 at least where a t hn iv. 1; 
could not have t But in- 
i * departed this li son and 
left behind not to ten the 
1 who have no hope. rophet ar 
would have added, 
vice on Sunday, 
by speaking to ther 
| Paul urges them to 
the reunion at the 
i the Lord. 
: Again in 1: Corin 
employs an argur 
not have used if he h 
ist. He argues th 
relatives have peri 
has been raised; th 
not perished, and 
either. A . Soiritu 
the words, “We k article has dealt 
us at Our seances.” book to be pub” 
ished in. th spring, entit led, What is 
Spiritualists quote the command to Man? 
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CHRIST THE HOPE 


By The Rev. ‘A.C. Caron, BA. 


true Christian has always been 


It took two World Wars to dispel. 


these illusions. Mankind’s heart was 


found after all to be “deceitful above 
all ‘things and desperately sick” Jer. 
“optimists” 


rible reaction. We 
- - future if he is conscious of the bogey of 


* All quotations are Revised 
Version. 


Paul's Church, Portman Square, London) — 


the longest. The most we can do is to 
stave off the evil day. 


Against this sombre background it is 


of the Warid Council meetings Chéletian 


~- (i) Christ the Hope of the . 
Individual 
- The Christian hope has meaning in 
the first instance for the individual who 
through faith in Jesus Christ is at peace 


If we ‘are to 
preach Christ the Hope of the World, 
we must preach Christ for tae ‘ndi- 
vidual. Hope is not a theory, it is ap 
attitude of mind. 

There are two elements in this new 
spiritual health whicu Christ gives to 


’ the individual who trusts in Him. 


First, there is assurance of pardon. A 
man cannot look hopefully towards the 


an unforgiven past. behin’ iu back. 
He cannot forget the past, mo matter 
how hard he may try. He must some- 


how know that he starts with @ clean 


an st. 80 
earliest days of our religion, 
when’ Paul taught the members of the fitung that the Evanston Congres: 
little Christian churches to “abound in sounded out its watchword, “Christ | 
hope in his choice. of the three great 
words of Christianity (1 Cor. xiii. 13). people are stirred up to a new eppreci- ' 
In our own day optimism is rather. ation of the Hope of the Gospel, they 
@ despised as the attitude only of those will find a weary and despairing world ; 
who choose to shut their eyes to the ready to listen to their message. 
facts of the world situation. No one 7 = 
but the fool; it appears, can -be an ) 
: A few years ago it was a very different “i 
story. Then, science and the spread of | 
education were supposedly leading | 
mankind on to days of peace and plenty With (sod, With fis Meignoour, anc 
such as had never been known before. with himself; for men and women who | 
» Gradually-men would come to realise ore new creatures in Christ Jesus. No 
that it was in their best interests t0 man with acute ‘indigestion can be 
work for the good of all; evil would be = expected to be optimistic; no more cag - | 
__§ __ banished by common sense; war would one whose personal life contains un 
be remembeted only as a nightmare of 
the past; and all need and want would | ; 
with words of despair on their lips. ee 
on, 
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sheet, that the sin which has marred his ever dull in 

life is all covered from the holy eye of { The vision of the church's mission to 
This assurance is found in the blood above all,-the consciousness 

of Jesus Christ, shed on Calvary for the all the time ; 
remission of sins. On the groundofthe matter how 
death of Christ for him, the Christian for the time 
separated from God’s grace and power energies of Christian wor 


. 
| 
| 


» geliance on the Holy Spirit God 
honours it and does not permit it to 


return void. 2 


a bold face. We dre not ttierely spread- 
ing a philosophy of life; we are am- 
bassadors for the King of kings. ; 


we need to grasp afresh the fact that 3 


with all the King’s resources at the back 
of us to help us. Then let us be bold! : 
- But if this were the sum total of — 
the church’s hope, it would be a very 


of grace, that we may receive mercy, world, the Christians’ life : 

i and may find grace to help us in time of confident testimony. “Our sufficienc; 

: : need” (Heb. iv. 16). _ -is from God, who also made us suf- 
There is always something exciting and . . a we 

Ef. hopeful about turning to a new page in use great boldness of speech” (2 Cor. 

: an exercise book or an account book; iii. 5-6, 12).. What a message is com- 
fe but satisfaction soon begins to wane mitted to us! Its truth is vouched for 
cE once we get busy with the pen! The by the resurrection of Christ from the 

z: assurance of a new relationship to God dead; its relevance by. the fact that it is ~ 

SF, won for us by the death of Christ is all completely fitted to every need of man; 
[ss that could be desired as a foundation its effectiveness by the fact that_when- 
a for a new life; we are given, as It Were, ever it is preached with simpticity and 
: a completely clean sheet. But will the 

come up to expecas? 
Now Jesus Christ has made full pro- : 

2 vision for each step of the way. If it was With such a message and possessed 
tt by His death that we were reconciled of such a power, we can face the hos- 

to God, it is by His life that we are kept tility and icism of the world with 

K day by day from falling. The cruci- 
fixion brings us pardon;' the resur- 

ite Into the life of the man who trusts n these days of over-worked clergy, _ 

: in the cross for pardon comes the living, of multitudinous church activities, of 

as reigning Christ, with all His power committees and sub-committees, how | 

' ready for the conquest of sin and fear. 

No Christian need face the future with 

4 anything but hope, for he faces it hand is dearest to God’s heatt—the gidry of 

' in hand with the Creator who has ‘His Son through the preaching of the 

. become his Saviour. : Gospel. We are on the King’s business, 
(4) Christ the Hope of the Church 
is a new-convert came into one of 

dic’ established by Paul he 
ie found himself in a community which " impertect one; we have | 
if was always looking upon life as a great this grace from the Lord, the fact re-_ 

a constant hope. Church activities appointed by the rejection of our mes- 
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: and women but the whole of a fallen 


in the whole world for a testimony lion shall eat straw like the ox... 
Unto. all the nations” (Matt. xxiv. 14). They shall not ‘hurt nor destroy ;in all 
Tie \’ Ours ig a gospel for rich and poor, for my holy mountain, saith the Lord" © 
for (Isa. Ixy. 17, 25). 
zh” esturner Easterner, for clever The theme is elaborated by Paul when 
. | 2 and foolish, educated and illiterate, for he says that the“hope” of the world 
the oldest and the youngest of every is “that the ereation itself shall be 
te country under heaven. . delivered from the bondage of cor. 
; j And when we see our Lord face to ruption into the liberty of the glory of 
face, we shall find with us “a great the children of God” (Rom. viii. 
; j multitude which no man could number, While those who have rejected God’s 
out of every nation, and of all tribes way of salvation are banished from His 
) and people and tongues, standing presence for ever, the children of light — 
will shine forth creation which now 
9). 
| | shares their emancipation from Satan’s 
world’s Saviour. | 
But He is also the Hope of the World | Undoubtedly ‘we 
i} with reference to a divine intervention. Sie tee what is clear 
The Scripture does not say a great Christ's redemptive work was a 
ig deal about this, but what it does say is °*™ic redemption; that is to say, He 
clear and unmistakable. The very 
the Father . . . through Christ to recon- 
if 4 disease. “The whole creation groaneth cile all 
and travaileth in pain” (Rom..viii. 22). all things unto Himself, having 
a We see in nature the wonder of God's made ‘peace through the blood of His 
handiwork, but some other hand can cross" (Col. i. 19-20). 
iia be discerned in the suffering and cruelty And so it is that one day, when Christ 
‘| «0°-~sC Which pervade its every part. comes again, we shall see Him claim . 
' : Yet even in Old Testament times it as His own not only the Church-as His ** 
; was revealed that one day there would bride, but the whole of a transformed 
: bea catastrophic intervention of God Création as His domain. It is the— 
:f in the universe. The course of creation Father’s purpose in the fulness of time | 
1) as it existed at present would be ,f sum up all things in Christ, the 
l brought to an end, and replaced by things in the heavens, and the things 
something new and perfect. “Behold,” upon the earth” (Eph. i. 10). | 
said the Lord to Isaiah, “I create new “Wherefore, beloved, ing that 
1 heavens and a new earth; and the ye Took for such things, give diligence ae 
| former things shall not be remembered, thatiye may be found in pedce, without = 
4 nor come to mind. ... The wolf and spot and blameless in His sight” 
a =— the lamb shall feed together, and the (2 Pet. iii, 14). | 
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Overseas Secretary of the Evangelical 
Alliance; General Secretary of the 
~———enana Bible and Medical Mission. 


HE writer, after living in India the first target—a ten per cent. increase 


I from -1937..10 1947, has just in the national income. 
completed the second of two six- 
having taken place in 1950. news more disquieting. While Indian | 
The departure in 1947 was at an delegates at Geneva and elsewhere 
unfortunate period of Angle-Indian have been working for peace between | 
3 pavements. The return in t950 found peoples; their own neighbous and | 
the country in the early stages Of & — other interested countries maintain that 
five-year plan, still suffering fromi the India has been violating her own prin-_- 
obvious problems associated with a new -. ciples in several areas. Such charges 
régime and the administration of over are at the present moment being main- he 
three hundred and fifty million people. 
The cost of living was high and still the tension increases between India . 
rising and many essential foods and and France and Portugal over the 
commodities wére in short supply. enclaves-which are now the focus of so : 
wind, much explosive feeling in the areas 
the previous bitterness, where it had concerned. ) 
eas ean wo Kashmir remains a festering sore in 
Tevel of the population was_®  Tido-Pakistani relations and the more 
gemune goodwill manifested to visitors recent “six-river” dispute has only 
from Bricain. added to feeling in this area. The 
_ What of the Indie of to-day? The Indian-West Pakistan Frontier at the 4 
: “eountry has entered the fourth year of ‘ime of the signing of the agreement ae 
the first five-year plan, and while the assuring Pakistan of American aid. = 
planning commission has been criti- The bitterness and marked distrust : 
results, a solid foundation has un-  ‘éminiscent of partition days and has Sil 
doubtedly been laid. Expenditure on #used serious slump in American 
agriculture, rural development, power Popularity throughout India, in. spite 4 
and irrigation has been imposing, and of all the help given under the Point E 
disappeared. Transport is more efficient, Two provincial elections took place m= 
road and railways aie improving, and during the period under review. In & 
real progress has been made in achieving the .first an electoral alliance in Tra- . 


at ee Hindu pilgrims bathing in the sacred river Ganges at Banaras 
yancore between all left wing parties 


i 


resulted in the defeat of Congress, distribution of states on a linguistic _—§- 
but the uneasy alliance broke down basis and in the country as a whole - 
when it came to forming a government, little progress had been made in the ~ 
and an amazing situation resulted in major problems of land hunger among 


which the Praja Socialist oe the millions of peasants. 
a government with less 
ig of of the but The Church and Missions 


with the obvious backing of Congress. What of the church and the missions 
in this complex situation? The first 


party is facing serious threats of ment had appointed a commission to.» 


| 


ti 
| 
; and most Christian state in the Union. growing antagonism by certain small. . | 
| The second state election took place but powerful sections of the Hindu 
2. in P.E.P.S.U., an area previously population againstall missionary activity. 
4 comprising fiative states under princely The two main English daily newspapers, 
3 rule. Here Congress were returned now under Hindu ownership, carried 
: with a good working majority. almost daily reports of complaints 
| What was admittedly a brief exam- against so-called proselytisation. -The 
. ination of the overall situation led one writer is convinced that the activity 
to the conviction that the strength of was part of a careful and co-ordinated 
if Congress lay 2i the centre where there plan of the militant Hindu Mahasabha. 
is dynamic leadership in national That it was already proving successful 


is growing anti- by the refusal of a considerable number 
in the House of the People, who have been refused out of a total of nine- 
pestered the Home Member with hundred applications, according to a 


~ 


\ 


Group of Christian students at a Convention. They are all training at South — | 
“India Bible Institute for service inthe church, 


‘ 

| j q 


assess the truth of these allegations. questions regarding missionary activity, 
: While some of the reports were almost particularly in Frontier areas. While tm 
farcical, many Christian leaders were the attitude of the Home Minister is 
a afraid that the findings of the com- notoriously unsympathetic, and his 
mission would reveal a fundamental and own interpretation of the Constitution 
basic disagreement on the definition of would deny the right of profession and 
ception of evangelism-is-clearly repug- nationals, the Prime Minister has 
nant to the Hindu. : intervened on several occasions with | 
Concurrent with the press campaign heartening results, and his speeches | 
already mentioned, the Mahasabha have been on the whole reassuring. 
were organising demonstrations out-ide Two things should, however, be 
mission stations and several of these made clear at this point; the first is 
had already taken place in Bombay that this activity is the concern ofa ' 
State. The authorities apparently had minority, but one that has considerable 
the situation under control and up-to power. The second is that the genuine 
the time of the writer’s departure the goodwill of the masses towards missions . | 
demonstrations had led to nothing and their work remains. Offsetting this 
violent, and it is doubtful if they were fact is the obvious trend in government 
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well under way and many are speaking 

of union as a fait accompli, although 

the Church in this area and its almost 
writer direct contact total independence of foreign support or 

with the Church of South India on this . personnel is most encouraging. , 


are now required to obtain “non- ¢ver, inadequate for any mature judg- 
. objection to return” and “permission ment, and a well-known and respected | 
| ‘ to leave” certificates before proceeding leader expressed the view that the 
t on furlough; and as these are granted union, while achieving many good 
: at the state level, on the recommenda- things, tended to an increase of 
tion of local officials, there is ample reater formalism on the part of the 
scope for the loss or delay of documents Participants. 
by unfriendly officials, or for refusalson © Union in the North will embrace a 
some technical points. grester. spread of both theological 
| One last comment in this connection belief and church practice and will 
—the censorshin cf is most pose very real problems 
; certainly taking place and may account for many evangelicals. It is unfortun- 
for an absence of political news in %¢ ‘hat at this juncture the Church 
one participants in the scheme 
| of of union, should have produced a new 
effect — proposed prayer book which is totally 
oil ‘the ‘Waleed, evangelical Anglicans. Prayers for the 
workers to enjoy the maximum of the sacrament, 
liberty possible for the prosecution of 
wall; the thee few of the offending changes proposed! 
of the Gospel. Purther, Indie cal _ While these matters have rightly occu- 
Pakistan are both open doors to Com- pind 
ies iceation may, end al the prior need of the Church in India 
is revival, and that far more time shouid 
certainly be. given to the pastoral care of the 
masses of illiterate and untaught Chris- 
1 dans. This in turn calls for greater 
i Union emphasis on the training of leaders, _ 
is the both ministerial and lay. While it is 
i sake rigidly to apply lessons 
one country to another, one can- 
of form of the Nevius plan, so successful 
- familiar to all, but a more ambitious heartening experi 
scheme, as far as the number of denom- 


~ 


and the work of missions, it is fitting 
to refer to the growing work of the 


co-fperation have frequently been’ re- 
and the obvious dangers of an extreme 


this great land leave one with two out- 
standing impressions: firstly, the grow- 


Naganda, Edwin Orr and Norman Church with all its 

Grubb. . Next: yeas the Rev. George failings. At the moment the cloud is~ 

_. Duncan will minister to six of the largest like a man’s hand, but this is a call to 

conventions, during the hot weather costly intercession by the churches at 

~ season. This ministry has undoubtedly home, for many believe that we shall 
greatly owned and blessed of God yet see the showers of blessing for 
has resulted in many open doors, which so many have prayed for so long. _ 
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including clergy retreats in the Church S 
of South India and. in the Mar Thoma 
Church of Travancore, as well as 
among evangelical groups throughout 
body was constituted in 1950 and has a Other projects of the Fellowship 
definite felationship with the work of include a nimber of Christian book | 
the Alliance “in this countr¥, through clubs by which pastors and Christian | 
the common membership of the Worid leaders obtain four devotional or theo- | 
Evangelical Fellowship. logical books each ycar for approxi- 
‘he of relarianchine ang mately 28. 6d.; an all-India pastors’ 
bulletin; the holding of retreats for 
pastors for the deepening of, their 
spiritual. life; Bible correspondence 
and unscriptural isolation on the one Urs€s; radio evangelism and the 
hand, and a. vague albinclusiveness on ©-OPerative production ef -evangelical | 
studied the position and work of the *olidly behind the new Union Seminary | 
E.F.I.. closely during these recent Yeotmal, where numbers of students - 
months, I am convinced that it offers a are having to be turned away each term, “1 
positive and constructive approach to OWimg to the demand, and where . 
this difficult problem. The fellowship ‘heological training to the graduate = 
has a clearly defined doctrimal basis, level is now being given in an avowedly , | 
which ensures that all its members are ©Y@"8tlical institution. : 
committed what would under- significant that the work the 
stand as a distinctly evangelical position’»-Fellowship is now appreciated not 
both in relation to doctrine and prac-‘ only by those who are committed both 
tice. The Fellowship, however, has to its position and programme, but by Pal 
at the same time avoided a purely many Christian t¢aders who cannot = 
negative outlook and has placed the accept its doctrinal basis, but who 
supreme need of revival and renewal greatly value the spiritual impact which 
in the Church throughout India as its it is making. i 
highest priority. It is concerned with verros 
to this end and its early efforts have 
undoubtedly made a vital impact in ing evidence OF Opposi 
iis meety Bett. of the Gospel, and in fact to the life | 
| ‘The Fellowship, has, in the last of the Church. Secondly, against this | 
three or four years, sponsored visits dark background, there is ample evi- } 
by outstanding evangelical leaders, dence not only of 
such as Dr. Paul Rees, Dr. Harold | 
Ockenga, Dr. Joe Church and William 
125 | 
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A new adventure in Christian 
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We hope this bold venture will meet 


» with the success it deserves. 
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eit Church is indeed # Biblical theme, and for and how she came to be won for Chris. | 
| that reason it is a matter of the first im- No. 3 in the series is an exciting story of 
13 jo portance to discover what the Bible itself thrilling work for the Lord carried og 7 
eis says om the subject. This is what Dr. behind the Iron Curtain: il 
= work is ily to his task. 
A The book is an excellent one in every GOD's \vepemeen iil gf 
| ; way. Its constant appeal to the itings of be 
the New Testament is impressive, wt 
the same time it touches upon the biography @f 
ts oa ticular problems which are so m familiar to many” 
occupying the thoughts of men to- mes are exn< 
He sums up at the end by making ti ~ 
Fr) 2 points: that the unity of the Ch | 
= membership of the | 
baptized persons; t 
phurch does not Ger 
put vice versa 
7 2 church in 
bf all baptized 
is the catho | | 
48 if |ecr mussionar in Toreign lanc 
mn as many people are apt to 
hing of the 
a nati of some rigt 
and now there 
Uhrisuan community wi ses they 
midst of a 
extent, 
the 
{ body of Christian 
daily in their 
| different parts 
bd promisingly with 
ii first five volumes, 
The Christian’ i St hen 
1 one. istian’s God, by Bishop Step 
Both fiction and non-fiction will be 
f cluded in the. series, which will provide Religion and Science, by Canon Charles 
age group. 
:F The first book in the series has a mission- ee Eee 
if: . ary flavour and is ‘the true story of a man 
1@ who sought to spread the good news of ee 
Jesus Christ among the --savages, of the 
| - South Sea Islands. Never Alone is a novel 
: about a girl’s journey from sin to salvation, : 
{ 
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LOWING the wonderful blessing | 

attending the Greate& London Cru- 
oe the Council of the EVANGELICAL 
ALLIANCE has inaugurated a National 


~ Evangelistic Fund with a view to pro- 
moting similar efforts in Evangelism in 
, all parts of the country. : 


F are now being worked 
out. Much prayer is needed for 
this whole undertaking. So are further 
gifts to make the work possible. Will 
you pledge: your prayers and send a 
as’ a thankoffering for 


= Secretary: F. Roy Cattell 
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__ Adopted at the Foundation Conference in 1846 


1. The Divine: inspiration, authority, and sufficiency of the 


The right and duty judgment the interpr 
(3. The Unity of the Godhead, and the Trinity of Persons a 
“| | ~& Fhe utter depravity of human nature in consequence a 
5. The incarnation of the Son of God, Pua. of atonement - 
— fer sinners of mankind, and mediatorial intercession 

6 The'justification of the sinner by faith alone. 
The work of the Holy Spirit in the conversion and sanctifica- 
| & The immortality of the soul, the resurrection of the os : 
Fae the judgment of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, whe ae cer 
- the eternal blessedness of the righteous, and the eternal 
punishment of the wicked. 
| 9. The Divine institution of the Christian ministry, and the . 
a perpetuity of the ordinances of Baptism and | @ 
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The following statement of what are usually understood 
view, te matters of doctrine, wes 
(i) tt is, however, distinctly declared that this brief ] 
summary is not to be regarded, in any formal or ecclesiastical 
involving an assumption to define | 
the limits of Christian brotherhood. 
(ii) In this Alliance, it is also distinctly stated that no 
~ 
it is not that Alliance should 
or sim st the charac” of new is 
organization exercising functions a 
Christian Church. is simple and comprehensive objec. ; 
interfering with, or disturbing the of, any branch of ni 
the Christian Church to which its members may respectively } 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY SATURDAY, 1955 
FOUR PUBLIC MEETINGS 


Westminster Chapel, Buckingham Gate 
LONDON, 
at 7.0 p.m. 


Theme—""THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS RELATIONSHIPS” 


_ Monday, 
AND HIS LORD" 
Chairman Lt.-Gen. Sir Arthur F. Smith, K.C.B., K.B.E., 


Speakers The R RW. Soe 
ev. 


Tuesday, January 4 
“THE CHRISTIAN AND HiS NEIGHBOUR” 


| _Wednesday, 5 


“THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS CHURCH” 


Chairman — - George Cansdale, B.A., B.Sc. F.ZS. 


Speakers The Rev. Frank. Colquhoun, . M.A. 
The Rev. J. D..Blinco 

Thursday, 
. “THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS WORLD” . 


Chairman _, D._J.. Wilson-Haffenden, C.B.E.. - 


= The Rev. arren, D.D, 
All are welcome  _ No required 


Full details concerning the Universal Week of Prayer can - 
- be obtained from the Secretary . 


THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 
..30 Bedford Place - - LONDON) W.C.1 
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ne Rev. M. AP Wood DSC M.A. 


